AIP Annual Forum
Opening Remarks

Stephen D. Roberson, Ph.D.
President, National Society of Black Physicists
March 21, 2024



Dr. Stephen Roberson Dr. Paul Gueye Dr. Bryan Kent Wallace
President Past-President Treasurer

Dr. Garfield Warren Dr. Carol Scarlett Ms. Tracy Edwards
Administrative Executive Officer Technical Executive Officer Student Representative



Aligning Organization Mission with Values

Strong Mission Statement that tells who we
are and we do. This is our why.

Organization-wide set of values that are
clearly communicated. This is our how.

Activities that are consistent with our mission
and our values. This is our what.

Consistentexecution with matching
communication engenders confidence in our
members, supporters, and the outside
community. Over time, this builds trust.

Separatingscience and socialissues -how
do we decide what social issues are to be
addressed by the organization?

Diversity / Intersectionality - how do we
address peoplewho feel marginalized within the
organization

Bullying and Harassment - how to we as an
organization deal with people that are not
following established codes of conduct?

Whistleblowers -how to do we look out for
people that report wrongdoing that potentially
harm the organization?
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Example: Optica’s relationship with NSBP

Optica’s mission is to promote the generation,
application and archiving of knowledge in optics and
photonics and to disseminate this knowledge worldwide.
Optica’s Core Values: Innovation, Integrity, Inclusivity,
Impact. —
Beenastrong supporter of NSBP for many years. O P I I CA
Many NSBP membersare Optica membersand are
highly respected inthe organization. One former NSBP
presidentwas even OSA president (Dr. Anthony
Johnson).

Optica offered their supportand space forour new HQ,
NSBP agreed.

Advancing Optics and Photonics Worldwide
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Carcer Options for Physicists

ATTENTION PHYSICS STUDENTS:

You Have Options

~30% attend gradusts
schoot in physics or
astronomy.*
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~1 out of 6 US physica
bacheior's recelve a
physics or astronomy
PhD
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| Q: What can you do with a physics degree?
A: Get a PhD and become a physics professor OR ..
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~1 out of 12 US physics bachelor’s recefve an

Of those who start graduate
exiting physics or astronomy master’s degree.”

school In phywice or astronomy ..

Over 8,400 physics bachelor's degrees

were awarded in the class of 2015~16 specific ressarch focus

two years
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20% enrofl in graduate programa
other than physics or astronomy or
in professional degree programs.

angineering

Learn more at the Careers Toolbox website:

www.spsnational.org/careerstoolbox

~1/2 accept a
temporary position

~40% accept a poten-
tally permanent
position.*

PrIvate sector
median starting

$109x

Employment T
sectors of phys- }

ics phDs 10-14 years since
recelving their degree.

References and Notes
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Reaching non-academic audiences

All Employment Sectors:

Academic | INNNEEEEN s:;
Government [ 8%
Private sector [N 7296
Other I 4%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% B60% 70% 80%

Takeaways

e 7/ outof 10 physics graduates don’t go to graduate school.
e 1 in 6 graduate with a Ph.D.

e Most physics graduates work outside of our traditional target audiences
(academia and government research).

We must improve efforts to reach the private sector and physicists without PhDs.
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Example: Black History Month
2024

Activities Included:

e Three interviews with seasoned physicists
done by students.

e Five student takeovers of the NSBP
Instagram account.

e Historical profiles generated by volunteers
for Black physicists and scientists.

e Acknowledgements of HBCU physics
departments.

e Graduation celebration for students on the
NSBP YouTube account.

e Graphic that was displayed in USA Today.
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Thank you!!

Scan the QR code below or go to nsbp.org
to learn more about NBSP.
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